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VICTORIA FALLS PRIVATE GAME RESERVE 

The 4 000ha Victoria Falls Private Game Reserve is the only privately-owned reserve within the immediate vicinity 

of the Victoria Falls (just 12km away). Established in 1996, this conservation success story was founded on the vision 

of sustaining and supporting the area’s rich natural heritage. Fenced in 2000, the reserve became a designated 
rhino Intensive Protection Zone (IPZ) with a monitoring and breeding programme, as well as Anti-Poaching Unit 

& Ranger Training Facility. The success of this initiative is obvious as the population of this critically endangered 

species has subsequently flourished, and sightings are virtually guaranteed. 

Along with once-in-a-lifetime black rhino tracking, visitors to this African Eden join their professional Field Guide 

to experience the other members of the iconic Big Five, general game - including the sable antelope and eland, and 

a thriving bird population with an abundance of species. The diverse habitats (across grasslands, teak forests, and 

along the Masuwe and Nakavango rivers) are the perfect environments from which to enjoy scenic morning and 
afternoon game drives, exclusive black rhino conservation experiences, private walking safaris, and horse safaris 

led by expert guides. 
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ACTIVITIES ON THE RESERVE

Game Drives

Our early morning and late afternoon drives, led by expert Field Guides, take guests into a wilderness where the 
abundance of wildlife is king. Traversing its basalt plains, open grasslands and teak forests to meet the shores of 
the Masuwe River, guests encounter a great diversity of animals. This includes all of the Big Five, with a healthy 
population of the extremely rare and endangered black rhino. 

Being in a private reserve, vehicles have the freedom to follow herds through the bush with ‘consideration for the 
delicate ecosystem’ and observe their natural behavior. 

Guest are in for another treat with the refreshment (coffee, tea and biscuits in the morning, and local branded 
beverages and snacks in the afternoon) stops set up at a scenic spot on the reserve. Our vehicles are known for 
their comfort, and feature cushioned bucket seats with secure device holders.  

Cost: US$110 per person, game drive only
US$150 per person, including a bush dinner with local branded beverages

Includes: Vic Falls town return hotel transfers expert guide; bottled water; safari stop refreshments

Duration:                 4.5 Hours, including hotel transfers
6.5 Hours, including Bush Dinner and hotel transfers

Pick-up times:             Morning game drive – 06h00 pick up for 06h30 game drive 
Afternoon game drive – 15h30 pick up for 16h00 game drive

Pick-up points:               Guests to meet driver/ guide in the reception area of their hotel

Number of guests per vehicle: Min. 2 / Max. 10 

Guest age:                  3 years and older
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The Exclusive Black Rhino Conservation Experience

‘Populations of black rhino declined dramatically in the 20th century at the hands of European hunters and settlers. 
Between 1960 and 1995, black rhino numbers dropped by a sobering 98%, to less than 2,500. Since then, the 
species has made a tremendous comeback from the brink of extinction. Thanks to persistent conservation efforts 
across Africa, black rhino numbers have doubled from their historic low 20 years ago to between 5,042 and 5,455 
today. However, the black rhino is still considered critically endangered, and a lot of work remains to bring the 
numbers up to even a fraction of what it once was—and to ensure that it stays there. Wildlife crime—in this case, 
poaching and black-market trafficking of rhino horn—continues to plague the species and threaten its recovery.’ 
[WWF – Worldwide Fund for Nature www.wwf.org.za ]

Victoria Falls Private Game Reserve (VFPGR) was awarded custodianship of four black rhino in June 2006, becoming 
a designated rhino Intensive Protection Zone (IPZ). The programme has been a resounding success, and the thriving 
population on the reserve today has surprised even conservation experts. This is all thanks to the extraordinary 
effort and intelligence of the VFPGR Anti-Poaching Unit. 

Consisting of a highly qualified APU manager/instructor and 18 professionally-trained game rangers, this unit is 
highly specialised (members are required to pass monthly fitness tests, undergo additional quarterly training in 
applied fields, keep up to date with current trends and operational issues, and attend training in other countries to 
ensure the highest standards of proficiency in anti-poaching systems and techniques). Despite extremely challenging 
conditions, these dedicated men have made it their life’s purpose to protect these animals. 

In an effort to drive funding for this critical function, and to bring visitors closer to these extraordinary animals, we 
have designed the Exclusive Black Rhino Conservation Experience. The late afternoon activity includes an immersive 
talk with an expert VFPGR Guide, followed by a drive into the reserve in search of the black rhino. This experience is 
a very personal and unique view into the world of a pre-historic creature now fighting for its survival on this planet. 

Guests return to the hotel for a three course meal at the hotel’s restaurant, 1871 at Stanley and Livingstone.

Cost: US$150 per person (excluding dinner) 
US$220 per person (including dinner)

Includes: Exclusive interaction with an expert VFPGR Guide; game drive in an open shaded 
safari vehicle; bottled water; afternoon tea at Stanley & Livingstone Boutique Hotel. 
The option with dinner includes a three-course meal at the hotel’s restaurant, 1871 at 
Stanley and Livingstone

Duration:                 3.5 hours

Times: Guests meet at the reception of the Stanley & Livingstone Boutique Hotel at 15h00, and 
return after the drive at 18h30. Those who have booked, will enjoy dinner at the restaurant

Number of guests per vehicle: Min. 2 / Max. 6 

Guest age:                  12 years and older

*Beverages during dinner are not included
**Transfers to and from the Stanley & Livingstone Boutique Hotel are not included
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Horseback Safaris

Africa’s vast wilderness vividly comes to life when experienced on horseback. The experience combines a heady mix 
of adventure, natural beauty, up-close wildlife encounters, and a sense of nostalgia. At Victoria Falls Private Game 
Reserve, riders explore just as the earliest pioneers did in this African Eden, unchanged by time. 

The reserve is a remarkably beautiful place to traverse, and its plains and riverscapes set a constant backdrop for this 
adventure. The diverse landscapes makes for rich riding experiences. With hectares to roam, riders are guaranteed 
to encounter more wildlife than people for miles, making for a more personal and exclusive safari experience.

Horseback safaris on the Victoria Falls Private Game Reserve are all about being ‘one with the wilderness’, where 
horses and humans are seen as no threat. This allows for a completely different experience to that of being in a 
vehicle or on foot.  Together with two professional guides, small groups of no more than six riders come within 
meters of shy plains game, including zebra, eland and a variety of other antelope.  
On experienced rides there is the excitement of tracking and maybe finding the fabulous black rhino, and other big 
game. Short rides focus on plains game – but the potential of encountering grander species is always there. 

Our horses are well accustomed to game. Beautiful natured and well trained, they are suited for both gentle rides, 
as well as more thrilling safari experiences.  

Rides depart from and return to the quaint Ursula’s Homestead, where coffee and refreshments are served both 
prior to and after the safari.

A daily horse safari is available, which will accommodate either experienced or novice riders. 

Departure point:                             Ursula’s Homestead

Number of riders per safari:                        Min. 2 / Max. 6

Rider weight:                               Max. 85 to 200lb

Style of riding:                             English

Includes:                                       Return Vic Falls town hotel transfers; refreshments; use of riding equipment (including 
helmet, chaps and bumbags); expert guiding; bottled water
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Experienced Ride
Intermediate to Advanced Riders: Minimum Requirement: Ride frequently, be confident at all paces. Can do a rising trot at a 
stretch without difficulty

Cost:                                             US$180 per person

Duration:                                      4 hours in the saddle, plus drinks and light snacks before and after the ride

Pick-up points:                             Guests to meet driver/ guide in the reception area of their hotel

Pick-up times (approximate):                              Summer
05h30 pick up • 06h30 in saddle (after weighing, safety & orientation, fitment of 
equipment) • 06h30 – 10h30 on horseback • 11h00 return to hotel
Winter 
 06h00 pick up • 07h00 in saddle • 07h00 – 11h00 on horseback • 11h30 return to 
hotel

Pick-up time for S&L guests: Summer - 06h00 
Winter - 06h30

Rider age: Min. 12 years | 60 years and older require a doctor’s certificate of good health 

Novice Ride
For riders with limited experience on horseback, or riders who have not ridden for a very long time. Note: Whilst dangerous 
game is avoided on these safaris, the potential of an encounter is always there. This is not a safari for first time riders!

Cost:                                             US$125 per person

Duration:                                       2.5 hours, plus drinks and light snacks before and after the ride

Pick-up points:                             Guests to meet driver/ guide in the reception area of their hotel

Pick-up times (approximate):  

NB: only one novice ride per day)                        

Summer
05h30 pick up • 06h30 in saddle (after weighing, safety & orientation, fitment of 
equipment) • 06h30 – 09h00 on horseback • 09h30 return to hotel
Winter
06h00 pick up • 07h00 in saddle • 07h00 – 09h30 on horseback • 10h00 return to 
hotel

Pick-up times for S&L guests: Summer - 06h00
Winter* - 06h30

Rider age:                                     Min. 10 years | 60 years and older require a doctor’s certificate of good health



Pg 6

Morning Walking Safari

Ours is the only walking safari of its kind in a private Big Five Reserve within the vicinity of Victoria Falls. It’s a 
rare opportunity to be in Africa on foot, where everything somehow feels more ‘real’. Traversing the wilderness by 
vehicle allows guests to see more big game, while walking in the bush puts them directly in touch with nature. From 
fresh spoor that indicate an animal’s presence to the liquorish taste of a medicinal plant, highly-skilled guides draw 
guests’ attention points of interest they wouldn’t usually notice. 

The purpose of our walking safaris is the full appreciation of this rich natural kingdom and the beauty of these 
unique habitats. Guides will tailor walks around guests’ personal interests, focusing on mammals as well as birds, 
insects, reptiles, plants, geology, etc. Encounters with dangerous animals are avoided, and guides carry rifles to 
ensure guests’ safety. 

But what would a walk be without coming upon an exquisite location for a breakfast safari stop – one of Stanley & 
Livingstone’s signature experiences? A buffet of fruits, pastries, preserves, cold meats and cheeses are laid out and 
served along with fresh fruit juices, teas, coffees and hot chocolate – best enjoyed with a dash of Amarula Cream! 

Cost:                                             US$135 per person

Includes:                                     Hotel transfers; expert guiding; bottled water; breakfast safari stop 

Duration:                                     3.5 hours, excluding transfers 

Pick-up time (approximate):                                06h00 pick up, for 06h30 ‘foot-on-soil’ 

Pick-up point:                             Guests to meet driver/ guide in the reception area of their hotel, before being 
transferred by open safari vehicle onto the reserve where the walk will commence)

Number of guests:                       Min. 2/ Max. 6

Fitness level:                               Moderate

Guest age:                                    12 years and older
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ACTIVITIES OFF THE RESERVE
(for Stanley & Livingstone Boutique Hotel and Ursula’s Homestead guests only)

Private Guided Tour of the Falls

A Natural Wonder of the World and a UNESCO World Heritage Site, the Victoria Falls are one of Zimbabwe’s most 
visited attractions. But fully appreciating its beauty doesn’t mean having to fall in with the crowd. Book your own 
exclusive tour and our expert guide will take you on a tailor made and personalised journey through this Wonder 
of the World.

The Zambezi River is over 2km wide at this point (in season), where it plunges down a series of basalt gorges for 
108m and sends up an opalescent mist that can be seen over 20km away. The locals still call the falls Mosi-oa-Tunya 
(The Smoke that Thunders) and pioneer David Livingstone – the first non-African to come across them in 1855 – was 
awed to remark: “Scenes so lovely must have been gazed upon by angels in their flight.”

Following in his footsteps, guests have the unique experience of trekking through the riverine forest to discover and 
walk along the Falls. There are few major waterfalls that can be viewed on foot at such close proximity – so close in 
fact, guests can feel the spray (raincoats are provided). Our local guide leads them to the route’s 15 lookout points, 
and shares tales with a fresh perspective of the area’s fascinating history.  

Cost:                                             
US$175 per vehicle (1-5 guests), excluding park fees, including return transfer to Zambezi 
National Park, (6-10 guests) US$35 per person additional. Each tour is booked on an 
exclusive basis. 

Includes:                                       Expert guiding; bottled water

Duration:                                     3 hours, including transfers

Pick-up time:                                Flexible; the park is open between 06h00 and 18h00

Pick-up points:                              Guests to meet driver/ guide in the reception of Stanley & Livingstone Boutique Hotel 
before being transferred by safari vehicle to the park to begin the walk 

Number of guests:                       Min. 2/ Max. 10

Fitness level:                                Moderate

Guest age:                                    All ages
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Woodlands Community Tour

 

Visitors have the opportunity to experience a very humbling way of life in the rural community of Woodlands, 
located on the fringe of the Victoria Falls Private Game. Here the 1200 residents (across 4 villages, 120 homesteads 
and 16000 ha) face extreme challenges, including the lack of basic services like ablutions, electricity and running 
water – exacerbated by a staggering rate of unemployment. Most survive through subsistence farming, but this
too is difficult due to erratic rainfall and direct competition with wild animals. It’s hard to imagine living like this.

Yet the people of Woodlands remain determined to build a better life for themselves, making this encounter 
a deeply humbling and inspiring one. Stanley & Livingstone (together with More Community Trust [MCT]) has 
committed to helping uplift Woodlands, and guests are invited to get involved. 

The tour centres on Masuwe Primary School, which does its best to give 160 learners a good education. The 
children are hungry to learn and – despite sharing buildings with livestock, studying by candlelight, and currently 
having only three teachers – they give it their all. To assist, we are working on extensive upgrades to their learning 
facilities (including the addition of flushing toilets) and have installed a borehole here, along with two others in the 
community. We aim to develop another facility enabling secondary education too, as most of the children drop 
out of school in Grade 7, with nowhere to move on to (some repeat Grade 7 again and again, just to avoid doing 
nothing). 

Guests are personally met by the a local representative, and are introduced to the children, as well as elders from 
the community. 

With tour proceeds going to the school and community, guests make a difference just by visiting. They also have the 
option to roll up their sleeves and get involved through one of MCT’s Get Your Hands Dirty initiatives on the ground.

Cost:  US$50 per person

Includes: 
Return transfers from Stanley & Livingstone Boutique Hotel in open shaded safari 

vehicle; refreshments for the drives

Duration: ±3 hours, including transfers 

Pick-up time: After breakfast 

Pick-up point: 
Guests to meet driver/ guide in the reception of Stanley & Livingstone Boutique Hotel 

before being transferred by safari vehicle through the reserve

Number of guests: Min. 2/ Max. 10

Guest age: All ages


